IHEU, Voice for Humanist Values at the UN and Around the World for 50 Years

International Humanist and Ethical Union

The IHEU is the world federation of humanist organizations: the sole world umbrella organization

embracing humanist, atheist, rationalist, secularist, ethical cultural and freethought

organizations.

Mission

The mission of IHEU is:

• to bring into active association groups and individuals throughout the world interested

in promoting humanism and humanist ethics;

• to promote humanism internationally;

• to represent the world humanist movement in international fora; and

• to assist in the development of humanist organizations world-wide.

Aims

The long term aims of IHEU are:

• to promote Humanism as a non-theistic life stance throughout the world;

• to promote the identity of Humanism, including the name and symbol of Humanism;

• to promote the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Values as a moral charter for

the world;

• to promote the humanist perspective within international organizations and the international

community;

• to strengthen organized Humanism in every part of the world;

• to build a strong and effective global organization.

Activities

The IHEU is currently a small organization which needs to consolidate its current activities

to make them effective before being able to expand its range of activities and increase its

visibility. Currently the IHEU activities are:

• international congresses;

• support for Humanist groups in developing countries;

• participation in international and regional bodies to further humanist goals;

• policy formulation;

• communications: organizing campaigns, publications, website and e-news;

• fundraising.

[Source: IHEU Strategic plan 2002-2006, November 28, 2001]
The Amsterdam Manifesto

1 It [Humanism] is democratic. It aims at the fullest possible development of every human

being. It holds that this is a matter of right. [...]

2 It seeks to use science creatively, not destructively. [...]

3 Humanism is ethical. It affirms the dignity of man and the right of the individual to

the greatest possible freedom of development compatible with the rights of others.

There is a danger that in seeking to utilize scientific knowledge in a complex society

individual freedom may be threatened by the very impersonal machine that has been

created to save it. Ethical Humanism, therefore, rejects totalitarian attempts to perfect

the machine in order to obtain immediate gains at the cost of human values.

4 It insists that personal liberty is an end that must be combined with social responsibility

in order that it shall not be sacrificed to the improvement of material conditions.

[...]

5 It is a way of life, aiming at the maximum possible fulfillment, through the cultivation

of ethical and creative living. It can be a way of life for everyone everywhere if

the individual is capable of the responses required by the changing social order. The

primary task of humanism today is to make men aware in the simplest terms of what

it [humanism] can mean to them and what it commits them to. By utilizing in this

context and for purposes of peace the new power which science has given us, humanists

have confidence that the present crisis can be surmounted. Liberated from

fear the energies of man will be available for a self-realization to which it is impossible

to foresee the limit.
The voice of IHEU

Over the years IHEU has issued more than a hundred public statements: congress resolutions,

declarations of the Board or Executive Committee, public telegrams and manifestoes. These

range from opinions on world political affairs, the environment or human rights to specific

subjects such as war toys and birds of passage. They illustrate what IHEU considered important

in the world at large. Here we present a small selection, side by side with a short list of events

in the period.

	1945 End of Second World War; atom bomb; United Nations founded

1945-1947 Cold War begins

1947 India independent

1948 UN: Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Israel established

1948-1949 Berlin blockade and airlift

1949 NATO established

1950-1953 Korean War

1953 Death of Stalin; hydrogen bomb

1954 Western European Union founded (six countries)

1955 Warsaw Pact founded

1956 Khrushchev denounces Stalin; insurrections in Poland and Hungary crushed

1956 Suez Canal crisis; Second Arab-Israeli War

1957 USSR launches Sputnik I spacecraft

1957 European Common Market

1957-1962 Heyday of African decolonization

1958-1963 Pope John XXIII: reforms in Catholic Church

1959 Cuban Revolution: Fidel Castro

1960 World population reaches three billion

1960s US civil rights movement

1961 First manned spacecraft (Yuri Gagarin)

1961 South Africa independent: Apartheid

1961 Berlin Wall built

1962 Cuba Crisis

1962 Soviet-Chinese conflict and rift

1962-1965 Second Vatican Council: reforms in the Roman Catholic Church

1963 Partial nuclear test ban

1963 US: President John F. Kennedy assassinated

1964 USSR: Khrushchev ousted by Brezhnev and Kosygin

1964-1975 Increasing US involvement in the Vietnam War

1966-1969 ‘Cultural Revolution’ in China

1966-1977 India: Indira Gandhi in power

1966- Third feminist wave

1967 Third Arab-Israeli War (Six-Day War)

1967-1970 Biafran War in Nigeria

1968 Soviet invasion in Czechoslovakia ends liberal Dub_ek regime

1968 Student riots in US, Paris, Japan

1968 Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy killed

1968 International treaty to prevent spread of nuclear weapons (61 countries)

1969 Man lands on the moon

1969 Catholic-Protestant violence in Northern Ireland starts

1969-1974 Nixon presidency (resigns after

Watergate scandal)

1969-1975 West Germany: Willy Brandt government, Ostpolitik

1971 Communist China admitted as a UN member

1973 Fourth Arab-Israeli War (Yom Kippur);

oil crisis; start of world economic crisis

1974 Death of Salazar; end of the Portuguese

colonial empire

1975 Death of Franco

1975 Bangladesh secedes from Pakistan

1975 Helsinki agreements

1975 Helsinki agreements

1975-1976 Civil war in Lebanon

1975-1979 Cambodia: Red Khmer terror

1976 Eurocommunism in Italy and France

1976 China: Tangshan earthquake kills 650,000; death of Mau Ze-dong

1976-1980 USSR: Repression of dissidents

1976-1980 US: Carter presidency

1977 USSR: New constitution adopted

1977 Israeli-Egyptian rapprochement

1979 SALT II treaty

1979-1988 Soviets in Afghanistan

1979-1990 Great Britain: Thatcher Prime Minister

1980 Yugoslavia: death of Tito

1980 Zimbabwe independent

1980-1981 Poland: Solidarno__ labour

movement challenges Communist government

1980-1981 US hostage crisis in Iran

1980-1988 Iraq-Iran War

1981 Egypt: Sadat assassinated

1981 New disease: AIDS

1981 Personal computer (DOS 1.0)

1981-1983 Massive pro-peace demonstrations

throughout the world

1981-1989 US: Reagan presidency

1982 Israel invades Lebanon

1982 USSR: Death of Brezhnev

1982 Falklands War

1982-1998 Germany: Kohl chancellor

1984 Indira Gandhi assassinated

1985-1991 USSR: Gorbachev reforms

1986 Chernobyl nuclear reactor disaster

1986 European Community 12 members

1987- Palestinian Intifada

1987-1988 Reagan-Gorbachev arms agreement;

ending of Cold War

1989 China: Student revolt crushed

1989 End of Communist regimes in Eastern Europe; fall of the Berlin Wall

1989-1994 South Africa: De Klerk presidency;

Apartheid abolished

1990-1991 Persian Gulf War

1990 West and East Germany merge

1990s Internet, e-mail

1991-1999 Russia: Yeltsin presidency

1991- Disintegration of Yugoslavia

1992-1993 Somalia: international intervention

1993 Oslo agreements (Palestinian self-government)

1993 Maastricht Treaty (European Union)

1993-2001 US: Clinton presidency

1994- Russia: Chechen War

1994 Eastern Europe offered Partnership for Peace (cooperation with NATO)

1995 Dayton accords: Bosnia divided

1997 East Asian financial crisis

1997 Poland, Czechia, and Hungary invited to join NATO

1998 India, Pakistan: nuclear tests

1999 Kosovo: international intervention

1999 World population: six billion

2000 Human genome charted

2000- Second Palestinian Intifada

2001 Milo_evi_ before War Tribunal

2001 Suicide attacks on Twin Towers and Pentagon

2001- Afghan War; Taliban ousted

2002 European currency


	1957 (Board of Directors), Universal Declaration of Human Rights: ‘The Board of

Directors of IHEU requests member organizations ... to work for the incorporation of its articles in the laws and practices of every land, and to celebrate annually ... Human Rights Day, December 10.’
1957 (IHEU Congress), Racial discrimination:

‘We humanists want every sort of discrimination caused by racial prejudices in the fields of economics, politics, and society to

be abolished ...’
1962 (IHEU Congress), A New Perspective in

International Life: ‘The great humanist tradition of toleration ... embodies respect for

the claims of others, and a commitment to

work towards agreement ... Every human

transaction ... can be made to produce advantages to all concerned. We should aim

at making this a universally applied test.’
1962 (IHEU Congress), Freedom from hunger: ‘We welcome the initiative of FAO as a notable example of humanist action, and we hope that ... [they] will stress the inseparable

association of freedom from hunger and population control.’

1968 (Board of Directors), Student Revolts:

‘We deem the [students’] demands reasonable, and extend our sympathy and solidarity to the student movement striving for a more equitable society.
1970 (Board of Directors), Population Control,

Family Planning and Abortion: ‘The IHEU ... makes un urgent appeal to the Catholic Church to ... stop opposing effective family planning and the liberalization of abortion legislation ...’
1970 (Board of Directors), US Policy in

South-East Asia: ‘... calls upon the US Government to cease its appalling destruction

of life and liberty in South-East Asia and to

withdraw its forces without delay ...’
1974 (IHEU Congress), Dr. Henry

Morgentaler: ‘... whereas, the [IHEU] has repeatedly expressed its view that women

ought to have the right to discontinue an

unwanted pregnancy with competent medical

assistance ... Therefore: be it resolved

that [the Congress] urges that the sentence

passed against ... Morgentaler should be

remitted ...’
1974 (IHEU Congress), Beneficient Voluntary

Euthanasia: ‘We ... declare our support on

ethical grounds for beneficient voluntary

euthanasia ... We appeal to an enlightened

public opinion ... to move in the direction of a compassionate view toward needless

suffering in dying.’

1978 (IHEU Congress), Conception outside

the womb (IVF): ‘We affirm the principle of

freedom of choice and the right of individuals

to determine responsibly matters concerning

their private lives.’
1982 (IHEU Congress), Lebanon: ‘As humanists we disagree with the use of physical violence for the attainment of political goals by the belligerents.’
1982 (IHEU Congress), Homosexuality:

‘Freedom to shape one’s own existence,

also with regard to sexuality, is one of the

fundamental human rights [...]’
1986 (IHEU Congress), Nuclear weapons:

‘We urge: 1) the immediate stopping of all

nuclear arms testing; 2) the immediate

starting of negotiations aiming at the

reduction and eventual total nuclear disarmament, and at the prevention of future

re-armament.’
1987 (Board of Directors), Islamic fundamentalism: ‘IHEU requests the governments of the Islamic world to tackle the danger of intolerance toward other beliefs and life stances, and to stop violations of human

rights.’

1989 (Board of Directors), Demonstrations

in China: ‘...urges that the government of

the People’s Republic of China recognize

the rights of its citizens to peaceful assembly

and freedom of expression.’
1993 (IHEU Board meeting), Destructive

Cults and Sects: ‘Noting the authoritarian

ideology of these groups, ... condemning

their methods of mental manipulation, ...

the IHEU regards the operations and methods

of such cults and sects as violating human

rights and rights of freedom...’
1993 (IHEU Board meeting), Xenophobia,

Discrimination, Racism and especially ‘Ethnic

Cleansing’: ‘... noting that ... “ethnic

cleansing” is expressly included in the Vienna

Declaration on Human Rights ... urges

the UN ... to confirm and adopt these paragraphs; ... in so urging, wants to express its ethical humanist principles implying the basic unity of all human beings.’
2000 (Sydney Congress), Protest against

blasphemy laws: ‘We call for a strict separation of state from religion, and call on all countries, particularly Pakistan, Iran, Saudi

Arabia and the United Kingdom, to bring

their domestic legislation in line with universal

standards, freedom of religion and

belief [...]’




What ethical humanism stands for

In 1965 the IHEU Board amplified the 1952 Amsterdam declaration by formulating ten

characteristics of what humanism stands for. It was explicitly stated that these should not

be taken to constitute a definition, for humanism was too complex and adaptable to be

truly represented by any list of absolute statements. The ten characteristics were adopted

at the 1966 congress and are therefore known as the Paris statement.
1 Ethical humanism expresses a moral conviction; it is acceptance of responsibility for

human life in the world.

2 It represents a way of life relying upon human capacities and natural and social resources.

3 Humanist morality starts with an acknowledgement of human interdependence and

the need for mutual respect.

4 Ethical humanism calls for a significant existence made worthwhile through human

commitment and acceptance, as a basis for enjoyment and fulfillment.

5 Man becomes human in society; society should provide conditions for the fullest possible

development of each man.

6 Human development requires continuous improvement of the conditions of free inquiry

and of an open society.

7 Scientific knowledge progressively established and applied is the most reliable means

of improving welfare.

8 Human progress is progress in freedom of choice; human justice is the progressive realization

of equality.

9 Justice does not exclude force, but the sole desirable use of force is to suppress the

resort to force.

10 Ethical humanism affirms the unity of man and a common responsibility of all men for

all men.
World Congress Boston, 1970

The theme of the fifth IHEU World Congress, held at Boston on August 4-9, 1970, was ‘To

seek a humane world (How can man direct his future evolution?)’. This theme was chosen

because it was felt that the decade of the 1970s would be dominated by the urgent problems

of pollution, waste of resources, ecology, nuclear weapons, and the survival of mankind,

and by the idea that man had been enabled to shape his future as never before. Emphasizing

man’s complete responsibility for his own future, humanists from around the

globe had to identify, to analyze and to respond to this new situation by devising a value

system compatible with survival in such a revolutionarily changing world.

British UN consultant Lord Richie Calder discussed ‘The twenty-first century—a look

ahead’. He set forth his views on the great influence of science and technology, biotechnology

in particular, on the constitution of man and on the state of his environment, and

he proposed to constitute a multicultural worldwide body of wise men.

American environmentalist Barry Commoner, who received the First Humanist Award, argued

that people should get mastery of themselves again and reinstate the power of science

and technology to the service of mankind.

The American linguist and anarchist Noam Chomsky severely criticized the capitalist system

and the foreign policy of ‘imperial America’ in his talk ‘The crisis of power’. He saw

solving America’s problems as a precondition for solving the world’s problems, and expressed

his unconditional support for the revolutionary student movement that, he said,

contained his hope for the future. American senator Walter Mondale discussed the problems

of poverty, exploitation, and racial discrimination. In his talk ‘What can we do—what

must we do. Critical liberalism and social action’ he suggested creating community-based

power as a means to attain social reforms of the American system.
A mini portrait of the winners of the prestigious International Humanist Awards:

1970 Environmentalist professor Barry Commoner (USA), for his activities in the field of

preservation of the world environment. Commoner played a major role in achieving

worldwide commitment to the cause of ecology.

1974 Harold John Blackham (UK), who had played a key role in founding IHEU, for his

long-standing involvement with ethical humanism in Britain, and his achievements

in the field of moral education.

1978 V.M. Tarkunde (India), a former judge of the Bombay court, who had shown

great courage during the state of emergency in his country. He defended the values

of democracy and dealt with many cases that were related to the repressive

measures of the Indian government in that period.

1982 Kurt Partzsch, a former Minister for Social Affairs of the German federal state of

Lower Saxony, for his contributions to the cause of human well-being and for his

initiatives in social work in particular.

1986 Arnould Clausse, a Belgian professor emeritus of education, who as president of

the Ligue Internationale de l’Enseignement had promoted a public educational

system based on the principles of equal chances for all, free inquiry, and high

quality.

The Atheist Centre (India) for their efforts to bring humanism in practice, by

means of education, social work and their fight against superstition and religious

intolerance.

1988 Andrei Sakharov (USSR), atom scientist and winner of the Nobel Prize for Peace,

for his indefatigable struggle for the cause of human rights in his country, and for

his humanist ideals. The Award was presented in absentia, as at that time the Soviet

authorities refused to give him permission to leave the country.

1990 Alexander Dub_ek, in recognition of his attempts in the 1960s to give communism

in Czechoslovakia a more human face. Dub_ek, who after 1968 had to pay a

heavy toll for his dedication to his ideals of democracy and humanity, stressed in

his speech that it is morality and humanity that give meaning to life.

1992 Pieter Admiraal, a Dutch anaesthesist, for advocating the right of self-determination

in the field of voluntary euthanasia.

1996 Nettie Klein (Netherlands), humanist counselor, for her long-standing volunteer

work for IHEU. In her last ‘Nettie’s Column’ in International Humanist News she

wrote that she felt ‘very honored to be admitted to the ranks of such distinguished

recipients of this Award as Sakharov, Dub_ek and Admiraal’.

1999 Professor Paul Kurtz, in recognition of the immensely important role he has played

for both the American and the international humanist movement.
1983 - Commissioner for Human Rights (CHR). The Commissioner led an ‘Ombudsteam’ that had already started work in 1979. It consisted of volunteer legal specialists, who could in turn draw on a network of other experts both in the Netherlands and abroad, for example to get precise information on countries where violations occurred. The team was secretarially

supported by a conscientious objector, who fulfilled his military service in this

alternative way. The Commissioner and his team closely cooperated with other

human rights organizations, such as Amnesty International, but tried to concentrate

on issues that other organizations did not cover well. The first ‘niche’ were

rights of humanists and other non-believers, or cases where the separation between

church and state was at stake. For instance, the Commissioner supported

a campaign to separate church and state in Ireland by offering legal advice regarding

the lodging of complaints with the European Court at Strasbourg. Further,

the Commissioner attended to ‘sensitive’ kinds of human rights violations

that most international organizations shied away from. Examples are conscientious

objection, homosexuality, or the right to abortion.

A spectacular and unexpected success

On March 8, 1989 the UN Commission on Human Rights passed a resolution recognizing

the right to have conscientious objections against military service. This was an important

success for IHEU, because the resolution closely reflected an earlier IHEU statement that in

turn was based on a paper on conscientious objection by Stephan Pas, a conscientious objector

working at the IHEU Human Rights Project.

‘Given the lack of time, it was almost a miracle that such success was achieved’, concluded

James Dilloway, IHEU representative at the United Nations at Geneva. ‘Conscientious objection

is now firmly established as a recommended policy’.
Human Rights and Development Program (HRDP).

A sample of characteristic HRDP projects (1992)

India, The Atheist Centre: the HRDP sponsored a mobile exposition on ‘Popularizing the

scientific outlook’, to assist in the struggle against superstition.

India, Mahila Abdhyadaya Samsha (Institute for the Advancement of Women): Sponsoring

of ‘legal literacy’ training camps for women, that help them become aware of their

human rights and provide them with information on laws that affect their lives. As the partaking

women are female village leaders, via ‘training of trainers’ a multiplication effect is

reached.

India, Samskar (Society for the Rehabilitation of the Socially Abandoned): Aid to victims

of the ‘Jogini’ system. Under this system poor casteless girls are dedicated to a local goddess,

which effectively drives them into prostitution. The Samskar project offers counseling,

education, medical facilities and agricultural assistance to promote awareness and

self-respect and to stimulate women to become financially more independent.

Ghana, Ghanaian Association of Women’s Welfare: Training of traditional birth attendants.

Traditional practices are exchanged for science-based health education, while at the

same time the creation of a women’s and health network on a humanist basis is fostered.
The Minimum Statement (1991, 1996)

In 1991, after many years of discussions, the IHEU Board adopted a Minimum Statement

on Humanism. Five years later a middle sentence was added, which illustrates that definitions

like this can only be a snapshot in time of changing views that can never be considered

final. The Minimum Statement now reads:

‘Humanism is a democratic and ethical life stance that affirms that human beings have

the right and responsibility to give meaning and shape to their own lives. It stands for

the building of a more humane society through an ethics based on human and other

natural values in a spirit of reason and free inquiry through human capabilities. It is

not theistic, and it does not accept supernatural views of reality.’

The first draft of this statement was proposed in 1988 by Levi Fragell, who has been an indefatigable

defender of the advantages for IHEU to be identified by a single common and

concise definition. The text has been fine-tuned by a committee consisting of Fragell,

Prakash Narain and Harry Stopes-Roe.
The value of representation

One might ask whether the relations with the UN and European institutions are worth the

invested—and scarce!—time, energy, money, and humanpower. Harold Blackham addressed

this question in 1992. It is no coincidence that it was he who asked the question,

for Blackham had in the 1950s been the driving force behind IHEU representation at international

bodies. Most IHEU spokesmen, when asked what are the central functions IHEU

has to fulfil, will mention mutual contacts, spreading humanism, development of its ideas

and organization; but when Blackham addressed the question in 1992, he characteristically

added: relations as an NGO with both the United Nations and with the Council of Europe

and the European Community.

Blackham acknowledged the dangers, as he wrote: ‘Are we not asking valuable members

to immerse themselves in an ocean of paper [...] with little effect and without reward?’ But

he had no doubts as to the answer, for two reasons. First, he said, the high NGO status

that IHEU has been granted, constitutes ‘a formal international recognition of public existence’,

and this brings with it certain responsibilities. It would be indecent to shirk these

obligations. Second, it is a unique opportunity to show ‘by our performance’ what humanists

stand for. By stepping out, the humanists would leave a monopoly to the established

religions. ‘There is a cause to be won.’ Blackham, however, warned IHEU to withstand a

temptation that competition with religious groups might lead to. ‘The task is to make it

human, not a sectarian, cause.’
IHEU activity after the move to London (1997)

Though many practical problems of the past remain, in the last few years iheu

has advanced both in activist orientation as well as in visibility. As has been told,

iheu has organized or been involved in a series of congresses throughout the

world. It is also involved in several global initiatives for promoting the growth of

science, for the furthering of human values and for the advancement of democratic

ideals. Interests and activities have ranged from exposing claims of the

paranormal to drawing attention to global poverty and from peace initiatives to

the advocacy of anti-nuclearization. The recent global campaigns of the iheu for

separation of religion and state and for abolition of blasphemy laws have been

reported in international, national and regional media all over the world.

iheu has acquired Special Consultative ngo status at the un, and is recognized

by the Council of Europe as one among forty ngo’s able to lodge collective complaints

as regards violation of the European Social Charter. iheu supports development

projects and individuals in twelve countries in Eastern Europe and in

Asia, and a Growth and Development Committee is exploring ways in which the

Humanist movement can grow in countries where Humanism does not exist or

is most needed. iheu has also been involved with individual initiatives, such as a

‘peace walk’ by Phil Ward from Belfast to Jerusalem. In the 1990s attempts have

been made to start a Humanist-Muslim dialogue, for example in the form of a

seminar in Egypt on Averroes (1994). A dialogue with Buddhists is planned to

occur in Thailand in the year 2003. iheu is engaged in supporting various Humanist

and human rights activists the world over, taking advantage of modern

electronic media, for example to set up a Humanist and human rights related

news distribution service. As Executive Director Babu Gogineni says:

‘In short, the iheu has today, in its fiftieth year, transformed itself into an efficient tool

for its member organizations, so that the international tool will also help achieve national

objectives, by lobbying, and by bringing attention to the Humanist view point.

The iheu is after all nothing but its member organizations! I have therefore no doubt

that we are on the way to being what the founders of the iheu wanted it to be—an internationally

recognized moral, social and philosophical alternative to authoritarian

forces and supernatural movements.’
New IHEU executive committee and president
Submitted by admin on 8 May, 2006 
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Following elections at the IHEU General Assembly in New York City in April 2006, IHEU has a new President and Executive Committee.

The new President, Sonja Eggerickx, is based in Ghent, Belgium and is also President of IHEU Member Organisation Unie Vrijzinnige Verenigingen, the federation of Flemish Humanist organisations in Belgium. Sonja, who is professionally a Senior Schools Inspector in Moral Education, is coordinator of the IHEU's Women's Network and takes a keen interest in educational matters.
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General Assembly

The policy-making body of IHEU; replaced the Board of Directors

IHEU

IHEU builds and represents the global humanist movement that defends human rights and promotes humanist values world-wide. Founded in in 1952, IHEU is the sole world umbrella organisation for humanist, atheist, rationalist, secularist, skeptic, laique, ethical cultural, freethought and similar organisations world-wide. Read more... See also: Board of Directors, General Assembly, IHEU Congress, International Humanist & Ethical Union, International Humanist and Ethical Union, International Humanist News 

IHEU Congress

The World Congress of Humanists, held approximately every three years. Records of previous Congresses are available on this web site. See also: IHEU, World Congress 

International Humanist News

IHEU's print magazine See also: IHEU 

http://www.iheu.org/node/1831/print
IHEU biographies

http://www.iheu.org/node/1947/print 
IHEU was founded in 1952 in Amsterdam and is the only umbrella organisation of Humanist, rationalist, atheist, secularist, ethical culture and agnostic groups around the world. Its Member Organisations range from large membership groups to specialist bodies such as publishers, universities and development agencies.

As a federation of national and regional Humanist groups, IHEU co-ordinates activities of its Member Organisations, stimulates their policies and guides their strategies, fosters the growth of new Humanist groups, and represents the interests of Humanists at the UN (New York, Geneva and Vienna), UNICEF (New York), UNESCO (Paris) and the Council of Europe. IHEU is a clearing-house for information and inspiration, and a forum where Humanist organisations and individuals can exchange thoughts and expertise for improving the impact of national and international activities. By representing Humanism to the world media, IHEU ensures that an ever-greater number of people learn of the Humanist alternative.

IHEU is democratically organised and is funded by donations and membership dues from its Member Organisations and Individual Supporters. IHEU Member Organisations are Full Members, Specialist Members or Associate Members. Individuals can associate themselves with IHEU by becoming Individual Supporters.
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International Humanist [1] Award
1970: Barry Commoner (USA), environmentalist professor, for his activities in the field of preservation of the world environment. Commoner played a major role in achieving worldwide commitment to the cause of ecology.

1974: Harold Blackham [2] (UK), who played a key role in founding IHEU [3], for his long-standing involvement with ethical Humanism [4] in Britain and his achievements in the field of moral education.

1978: V M Tarkunde [5] (India), a former judge of the Bombay court, who had shown great courage during the state of emergency in his country. He defended the values of democracy and dealt with many cases that were related to the repressive measures of the Indian government in that period.

1982: Kurt Partzsch (Germany), a former Minister for Social Affairs of Lower Saxony, for his contributions to the cause of human well-being and for his initiatives in social work in particular.

1986: Arnold Clausse (Belgium). A professor emeritus of education, who as president of the Ligue Internationale de l'Enseignement had promoted a public educational system based on the principles of equal chances for all, free inquiry and high quality.

1986: The Atheist Centre (India), for their efforts to being Humanism in practice, by means of education, social work and their fight tagainst superstition and religious intolerance.

1988: Andrei Sakharov (USSR), atom scientist and winner of the Nobel Prize for Peace, for his indefatigable struggle for the cause of human rights [6] in his country, and for his Humanist ideals. The award was presented in absentia, as at that time the Soviet authorities refused to give him permission to leave the country.

1990: Alexander Dubcek (Czechoslovakia), in recognition of his attempts in the 1960s to give communism in his country a more human face. Dubcek, who after 1968 had to pay a heavy toll for his dedication to his ideals of democracy and humanity, stressed in his speech that it is morality and humanity that give meaning to life.

1992: Pieter Admiraal (Netherlands), a Dutch anaesthetist, for advocating the right of self-determination in the field of voluntary euthanasia.

1996: Nettie Klein [7] (Netherlands) for services to IHEU as volunteer secretary general, 1982-1996.

1999: Professor Paul Kurtz [8] (USA), in recognition of the immensely important role he has played for both the American and the international Humanist movements.

2002: Amartya Sen (India), Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, and winner of the 1998 Nobel Prize for Economics, for contribution to the recognition of the purpose of development as the enhancement of individual freedom: to increase the choices available to ordinary people.

2005: Jean-Claude Pecker (France), a distinguished scientist, a member of the French Legion of Honour, a former President of the International Astronomical Union, and a stalwart Rationalist [9] and Humanist.

Distinguished Humanist Service Award
1998: Corliss Lamont; Indumati Parikh; Mathilde Krim

1990: Jean Jacques Amy

1992: Indumati Parikh; Vern Bullough; Nettie Klein

1996: Jim Herrick; James Dilloway

1999: Abe Solomon; Paul Postma

2002: Phil Ward

2005: Barbara Smoker; Marius Dees de Sterio

Other awards
1978: Special Award for Service to World Humanism: Harold Blackham; Jaap van Praag [10]; Sidney Scheuer [11]

1988: Humanist Laureate Award: Betty Friedan; Herbert Hauptman; Steve Allen

1988: Humanist of the Year Award: Henry Morgenthaler [12]

1992: Distinguished Human Rights Award: Elena Bonner

1996: Humanist Awards: Shulamit Aloni; Taslima Nasrin; Xiao Xuehui

Source: Gasenbeek, Bert and Gogineni, Babu, eds. 2002. International Humanist and Ethical Union [13] 1952-2002: Past present and future. De Tijdstroom, Leusden.
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In 1952, at the first World Humanist Congress, the founding fathers of IHEU [1] agreed on a statement of the fundamental principles of modern Humanism. They called it "The Amsterdam Declaration". That declaration was a child of its time: set in the world of great power politics and the Cold War.
The 50th anniversary World Humanist Congress in 2002, again meeting in the Netherlands, unanimously passed a resolution updating that declaration: "The Amsterdam Declaration 2002". Following the Congress, this updated declaration was adopted unanimously by the IHEU General Assembly [2], and thus became the official defining statement of World Humanism.

Amsterdam Declaration 2002

Humanism is the outcome of a long tradition of free thought that has inspired many of the world's great thinkers and creative artists and gave rise to science itself.

The fundamentals of modern Humanism are as follows:

1. Humanism is ethical. It affirms the worth, dignity and autonomy of the individual and the right of every human being to the greatest possible freedom compatible with the rights of others. Humanists have a duty of care to all of humanity including future generations. Humanists believe that morality is an intrinsic part of human nature based on understanding and a concern for others, needing no external sanction.

2. Humanism is rational. It seeks to use science creatively, not destructively. Humanists believe that the solutions to the world's problems lie in human thought and action rather than divine intervention. Humanism advocates the application of the methods of science and free inquiry to the problems of human welfare. But Humanists also believe that the application of science and technology must be tempered by human values. Science gives us the means but human values must propose the ends.

3. Humanism supports democracy and human rights [3]. Humanism aims at the fullest possible development of every human being. It holds that democracy and human development are matters of right. The principles of democracy and human rights can be applied to many human relationships and are not restricted to methods of government.

4. Humanism insists that personal liberty must be combined with social responsibility. Humanism ventures to build a world on the idea of the free person responsible to society, and recognises our dependence on and responsibility for the natural world. Humanism is undogmatic, imposing no creed upon its adherents. It is thus committed to education free from indoctrination.

5. Humanism is a response to the widespread demand for an alternative to dogmatic religion. The world's major religions claim to be based on revelations fixed for all time, and many seek to impose their world-views on all of humanity. Humanism recognises that reliable knowledge of the world and ourselves arises through a continuing process. of observation, evaluation and revision.

6. Humanism values artistic creativity and imagination and recognises the transforming power of art. Humanism affirms the importance of literature, music, and the visual and performing arts for personal development and fulfilment.

7. Humanism is a lifestance aiming at the maximum possible fulfilment through the cultivation of ethical and creative living and offers an ethical and rational means of addressing the challenges of our times. Humanism can be a way of life for everyone everywhere. 

Our primary task is to make human beings aware in the simplest terms of what Humanism can mean to them and what it commits them to. By utilising free inquiry, the power of science and creative imagination for the furtherance of peace and in the service of compassion, we have confidence that we have the means to solve the problems that confront us all. We call upon all who share this conviction to associate themselves with us in this endeavour.

IHEU Congress [4] 2002.
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Principles and objectives of the IHEU 
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(Internal policy statement to be used by IHEU [1]’s representatives with the United Nations, UNESCO and the Council of Europe)

Humanism [2] takes human beings as the only starting point for the development of ethical standards and values. It is a life stance which is un-dogmatic and non-theistic.

Humanism views human beings, and consequently humankind, as being capable of shaping their own destiny. Humanism is therefore committed to enabling each person to achieve the most complete realisation of her or his potential for self-determination through the fundamental capacities of reason, feeling and judgement.

Although humanism regards human beings as individually distinct, it considers them to be equal members of society with regard to social rights and duties. Hence, humanism defends the rights of individuals while encouraging their responsibility for their own well-being as well as that of others.

Humanism is non-authoritarian in spirit and is sceptical of absolutism. Hence humanist [3]s are committed to an open, democratic society. In particular, they affirm that human beings are born to be and should remain free. This means that they:

* Should be treated as equals without reference to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, poverty, birth, or other status;
* Should be free of exploitation whether individual collective, social, political or economic;
* Need social relations to help develop compassion, socio-economic solidarity and a sense of responsibility;
* Are required to understand and respect human rights [4] and the freedom of others;
* Are entitled to an education which helps develop capacities for reason, feeling and judgement;
* Are obliged to preserve the environment from abuse or destruction in order to leave a healthful world to future generations;
* Should be accorded civil liberties, including freedom of conscience, the right of dissent from prevailing social and political policies, freedom of speech, assembly and press, and freedom to express alternative religious, political, moral, scientific and philosophical points of view;
* Have a duty to observe such laws that are or have been democratically established as well as to participate in the process of changing inadequate laws and rules through democratic procedures, employing civil disobedience as a last resort 

Humanists affirm the following social objectives which issue from the principles enumerated above:

1. The right of every person to food, shelter and clothing. To make this possible, humanists advocate humane methods to control population growth such as family planning on a voluntary basis, and a just sharing of world resources.
2. The right of every person to be secure in her or his physical being. Hence, humanists tend to support the abolition of warfare and death penalties.
3. The right of every person to an education which is free from social privilege
4. The abolition of slavery in all its forms: the sale of human beings: cruel treatment, torture and terrorism.
5. The complete separation of Church and State.
6. Equality with regard to socio-economic status.
7. The right of every person to self-determination with regard to sexual relations, sexual orientation, abortion or euthanasia. Humanists advocate access to birth control equipment and to adequate help for those who are suffering and wish to terminate their lives.
8. The right of every person to privacy. Humanists support limits on governmental, institutional and commercial access to personal information. They advocate freedom from arbitrary police intrusion and oppose increasing tendencies toward the collection of confidential data by public, semi-public and private institutions. They also defend the right of every person to information pertaining to her or his own person.
9. The right of every person to work that she or he considers to be meaningful. Humanists support programmes that encourage participation in the political and economic life of the community while at the same time defending the right to refuse to participate on grounds of conscientious objection.
10. The responsibility of persons, industry and government for protecting the environment by insuring the safe disposal or recycling of waste, including nuclear and chemical waste. Humanists also advocate programmes which protect living beings from environmental dangers and help insure the safe survival of life on earth.
11. The right of every person to free access to information, including news, intellectual and scientific discoveries as well as alternative political viewpoints. Humanists affirm the free flow of information as a vehicle for limiting the potential abuse of scientific discovery by political, commercial and military agencies. 

To help insure these rights and objectives, the International Humanist & Ethical Union has established the International Humanist Ombudsman. In particular, the ombudsman will seek to protect the rights of persons unprotected by other organisations.

Board of Directors [5] 1985
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By MATT CHERRY

HumanistNetworkNews.org
May 3, 2006

The International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU) held a series of successful meetings in New York April 20 through 24. The global umbrella organization for humanist groups, IHEU brings together more than 100 member organizations from 40 countries. 

The IHEU's annual General Assembly saw the election of a new president, Sonja Eggerickx of Belgium. Active in the humanist movement for more than three decades, Eggerickx works as a school inspector for a subject called "non-confessional ethics" -- a public school course on the humanist lifestance. 

Larry Jones, president of the Institute for Humanist Studies, was elected as first vice president of the IHEU. 

The new IHEU Executive Committee is now composed of:

· Sonja Eggerickx (Belgium) - President

· Larry Jones (USA) - First Vice President

· Rob Buitenweg (The Netherlands) - Vice President

· Jack Jeffery, CBE (UK) - Vice President

· Roar Johnsen (Norway) - Vice President

· Roger Lepeix (France) - Treasurer

Outgoing IHEU president Roy Brown (UK, Switzerland) will continue his involvement with IHEU as Chairman of IHEU's Growth and Development Committee.

http://www.answers.com/topic/international-humanist-and-ethical-union 

Key figures in IHEU history:

Ernst van Brakel

ERNST VAN BRAKEL was an IHEU staff member from 1965 until the mid-1990s. He was also IHEU's representative at UNESCO from 1967 to 1980. In 1997 and 1992, he outlined the history of IHEU in the magazine.

Harold Blackham

HAROLD J BLACKHAM (1903-) was born near Birmingham. He studied literary theory and was a teacher for two years. Then he addressed himself to philosophy and adult education. In the early thirties, he became a leader in the British Ethical Union. Together with leaders of the main churches, he set up a 'moral education program' in Great Britain, of which he was justly proud. Blackham played a key role in founding IHEU and acted as its Secretary until 1967. In 1965, he represented IHEU in its contacts with the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Believers. At the 1974 Amsterdam Congress, he received the International Humanist Award for his long and creative service to Humanism in England and the world. 

Henry Morgenthaler

HENRY MORGENTHALER (1932-) was born in Poland. Being of Jewish descent, he was deported to Auschwitz and Dachau, which he survived. After medical studies in Brussels, he emigrated to Canada and settled as a general practitioner in Montreal. In 1968, he became the founding president of the Humanist Association of Canada, which immediately became a member of IHEU, with Morgenthaler representing it on the IHEU Board. Morgenthaler became well-known for his struggle for legalization of abortion in Canada, spending 10 months in prison: his letters from prison were published in the Canadian Humanist. 1n 1988, he received the Humanist of the Year Award at the Buffalo IHEU Congress for upholding his Humanist principles at great personal cost. 

Howard Radest

HOWARD B RADEST (1928-), an American philosopher and former director of the American Ethical Union, he was elected secretary general of IHEU in 1970 and served as one of its Co-Chairmen from 1975 to 1985. 

Jaap van Praag

JAAP VAN PRAAG (1911-1981) was born in Amsterdam in a modern Jewish socialist environment. He studied Dutch language and history and became a teacher. In the pre-war period, he was active in various pacifist youth organizations, where he met people with whom he would later found the Dutch Humanist League. During the German occupation of the Netherlands (1940-1945), van Praag had to go into hiding. In this period, he developed his theory of Humanism. In February 1946, van Praag was one of the principal initiators of establishing the Dutch Humanist League, and became its Chairman from 1946 to 1969. From 1954 to 1974, he was a member of a provincial Executive. Van Praag was one of the first professors in Humanist studies (University of Leiden, 1964-1979). He stressed the importance of a non-religious Humanist life stance, which, as an alternative to the churches, could give meaning to life. Van Praag played a major role in founding IHEU. As its first Chairman, he was actively engaged in the work of consolidating and enlarging IHEU. He resigned as Chairman in 1975, but continued as an Honorary Board Member.

Karel Cuypers

KAREL CUYPERS (1907-1986) was born in Antwerp. He became an astronomer, but also published on educational and philosophical topics. His pedagogical view was that pupils should above all learn the method of thinking rather than accumulating facts. Initially a freemason and open-minded atheist, in 1951 he became one of the founders of the Belgian Humanist League. From 1955 to 1965 he was its president. He was a member of the IHEU Board of Directots from 1952 to 1975. 

Kristian Horn

KRISTIAN HORN (1903-1981) and his wife Ester were from 1951 onwards the driving force behind the introduction of secular civil confirmation ceremonies in Norway. Horn was a typical example of an IHEU 'filed representative' of the time who established, with IHEU support, a national Humanist organization. The organization he founded in 1956 was Human-Etisk Forbund (Norwegian Humanist Association) and he remained the main ideologist and leader until 1976. Horn was a member of the IHEU Board of Directors from 1957 until his death, when Levi Fragell took over. 

Levi Fragell

LEVI FRAGELL (1939-) is Norway's best-known Humanist. Originally, he was a preacher in a Pentecostal church. He has an MA in Christianity, History of religions and Sociology. From the 1970s, he became active in Human-Etisk Vorbund i Norge (Norwegian Humanist Association). He was its second leader from 1976 to 1991, except for one year when he worked as a teacher. In 1976, Fragell became a member of the IHEU Board of Directors (the predecessor to the present General Assembly). In 1987, he was elected Co-Chairman and from 1998 to 2003 he served as President of IHEU. In 1999, he received the World Humanist Award from the Council for Secular Humanism in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the development of Humanism around the world. 

M N Roy

MANABENDRA NATH ROY (1887-1954) arrived at Humanism by way of a long journey. Starting as a Comintern Marxist, he became active in the Indian movement for independence. His undogmatic Marxism gradually became less collectivistic and more individualistic, until in 1947 he proclaimed his own interpretation of 'new' or 'radical' Humanism in the form of a manifest with the famous '22 statements'. He then transformed his Radical Democratic Party into a social movement, the Indian Renaissance Movement. Roy was elected IHEU vice-chairman in 1952. 

Mihailo Markovic

MIHAILO MARKOVIC (1923-) as Director of the Institute of Philosophy at Belgrade University was one of the 'six of Belgrade', who in the late 1960s were fired by the Communist regime. The journal that he had founded, Praxis, was banned. Markovic participatred in the IHEU from 1971 and was elected Co-Chairman in 1975. In Markovic's view, Marxism was a kind of Humanism. When in the early 1990s he became an active member of the Yugoslavian Socialism and cooperated with Slobodan Milosevic, the Board froze its relations with him.

Nettie Klein

NETTIE KLEIN (J W F Klein-von Baumhauer, 1927-) had her first contact with international Humanism at the 1962 Oslo Congress. In 1966, she became honorary (volunteer) organizing secretary of IHEU and from 1982 to 1996 she was general secretary. In the 1990s, she wrote "Nettie's Column" in International Humanist News. In 1996, at the Mexico City Congress, she received the International Humanist Award.

Paul Kurtz

PAUL KURTZ (1925-) was professor of philosophy at the State University of New York at Buffalo from 1965 to 1991. As a protagonist of secular Humanism, scepticism, rationalism and atheism, Kurtz is respected and feared by many in the United States as 'the pope of unbelievers'. He has founded several important Humanist institutions, among which are Prometheus Books, the world's largest Humanist publishing company, the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal and the magazines Free Enquiry and Skeptical Inquirer. From 1969, Kurtz was a member of the IHEU Board, at first representing the American Humanist Association and later Prometheus Books and the Council for Secular Humanism. From 1986 to 1994 he was Co-Chairman. At the Mumbai World Congress in 1999, Kurtz received the International Humanist Award.

Piet Thoenes

PIET THOENES (1921-1995) was a Dutch sociologist with a special interest in the welfare state and the caring society and their future development. He was actively involved with several scientific organizations within the Dutch Humanist movement. He was an IHEU Co-Chairman from 1975 to 1978.

Rob Tielman

ROB TIELMAN (1946-) played a prominent, pioneer role in the Dutch gay movement and in gay studies in the 1970s. From 1977 to 1987, he was president of the Dutch HV. He is a proponent of the Dutch model of Humanism as a modern social movement that pays much attention to the translation of Humanist principles into education and counselling, and the implementation of the principles into legislation. His involvement with IHEU began in 1972, when he joined the organizing committee of volunteers, with special responsibility for dialogues. Three years later, he became a Board member. From 1986 to 1996, he was a Co-Chairman and from 1996 to 1998 President of IHEU. Tielman has contributed significantly to establishing the European Humanist Professionals, the European Humanist Federation and the Humanistischer Verband Deutschlands. For many years, he was the face of IHEU and of international Humanism.

Sidney Scheuer

SIDNEY HENRY SCHEUER (1893-1987) had a career in the textile business and took part in several mission for the American government. He was active in the American Ethical Union and helped found IHEU. He was IHEU's Treasurer from 1952 to 1987. In 1966, Scheuer delivered an important address to the Paris World Congress, "An ethical humanist approach to peace and a practical suggestion for implementation." In 1978, Scheuer was elected Honorary Member of the IHEU Board. At the London Congress of the same year, Scheuer was presented with a Special Award for his services to IHEU.

V M Tarkunde

VITAL MAHADEV TARKUNDE (1909-) was inspired by M N Roy's Humanism and played a crucial role in the Indian Humanist movement. Justice Tarkunde started his career by helping the so-called 'untouchables' in India. He was a judge of the Mumbai High Court, a senior advocate before the Supreme Court and co-founder of Citizens for Democracy and of the People's Union for Civil Liberties and Democratic Rights. Tarkunde was an IHEU Board Member for over 40 years. At the 1978 London Congress, he received the International Humanist Award.

Wim Koppenburg

WIM KOPPENBURG (1904-1972), a chartered accountant, had been appreciated in the 1950s as Treasurer of the Dutch HV for his skilled handling of financial problems. In 1959, he became organizing secretary of IHEU and from 1966 until his death, he was deputy treasurer. After his death, in recognition of his capable financial management, the IHEU Endowment Fund was named after him.
